BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall

 on Monday, 9th December, 2013 at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:
A Guttridge (Chairman)


P Cousins

D Drury



R Lindsay


R Taylor

Also Present:
County Councillor Mrs J Antill


District Councillor D Keane


PCSO J Fudge.

D Blackburn (Clerk)



1 Member of the Public

Councillor Guttridge opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present.

C146/13/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D Dempsey and R Lester. 
C147/13/14
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
The Clerk recorded a non-pecuniary interest by Councillor Guttridge by reason of him being an employee of Suffolk County Council.
;
C148/13/14
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were none.

C149/13/14
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 11t November, 2013 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
C150/13/14  SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT
Councillor Mrs Antill had submitted a report on the following matters:
· Substantial financial savings required by the County Council and a move towards more integrated working between Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils.

· The success of the anti-tolling campaign in respect of proposed improvements to the A14 although it was noted that a timescale had not been announced for delivery of the project.

· Ongoing consultation about the provision of Homecare services.
· Progress with County Council reviews of 20mph speed limits and VAS operation by parishes with decisions anticipated in the New Year.

· Confirmation that the 112 Bus Service which served Bildeston was well used and not under threat.

· Reports received of street lights not working on Wattisham Road.
Members of the Parish Council referred to ways of reporting street light defects via Customer Services Direct or the Bildeston Village Website. A phone number could be found on lamp posts. It was possible that some of the lights that were not working had already been reported as for example, G39s required the presence of UK Power Networks on site which often caused a delay in the faults being rectified.
It was AGREED: 
a. That Councillor Taylor would circulate a report on street light defects that had been reported and not yet rectified; and
b. That County Councillor would contact Mr Richard Webster the service manager for the area to seek his assistance if necessary in resolving any outstanding faults.

C151/13/14
POLICE REPORT

There had been no crimes recorded for the period 11th November, 2013 to 6th December, 2013 compared with 4 for the same period in the previous year. It was noted that there had been a spate of fuel thefts from vehicles in the Lavenham and Acton and it was recommended that parishioners should remain vigilant. In response to a report to the Police about inappropriate parking near to junctions in Bildeston, PCSO Fudge confirmed that he had issued a number of advisory notices to vehicle owners that had parked their vehicles inappropriately.
It was AGREED: That the Police report be received and noted.
C152/13/14
DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT
Councillor Keane provided a further update on the integration programme between Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils.
C153/13/14  CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH-ON


Councillor Taylor had arranged a Christmas tree and purchased refreshments. Councillor Drury reported upon entertainments for the event. It was noted that an article had appeared in “The Bugle” and posters would be produced and circulated by Councillor Drury. The Clerk had obtained traffic cones to place around the tree. Councillor Guttridge would perform any announcements at the event.


It was AGREED: That arrangements for the Christmas Lights Switch-On to be held in the Market Place on Sunday, 15th December, 2013 at 3.30pm be noted.
C154/13/14  STREET LIGHTS


Councillor Taylor suggested that the street lights infrastructure in the village should be reviewed ahead of the 2014/15 financial year. This should not necessarily involve significant changes but could involve the review of a discrete part of the village such as Wattisham Road and Brooksfield. The possible implementation of an intelligent lighting system which would automatically report faults, or more energy efficient LED lighting, could be considered as part of the review.


It was AGREED: That Members of the Parish Council review the current street lighting arrangements in the village and seek the views of local residents before reporting back to the next meeting with any proposals. 

C155/13/14 
TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES


Councillor Lindsay raised the possible adoption of a 20mph speed limit throughout the village in addition to the installation of new gateway treatments and procurement and use of a VAS (vehicle activated sign). The consensus of the meeting was that the Parish Council should await the findings of the County Council’s review of 20mph limit policy, which is expected to be announced early in 2014, before giving formal consideration to such a proposal.


It was AGREED: 

a. That the Clerk seeks clarification from the County Council about the reasons why it considers there is only sufficient space on Hadleigh Road for a half gateway treatment as part of the proposed traffic calming measures which are to be implemented in the village; and 

b. That consideration of the introduction of a 20mph speed limit be deferred and submitted to a future meeting once the County Council has announced the findings of its review of 20 mph speed limit policy.
C156/13/14
VILLAGE GROUND MAINTENANCE ARRANGEMENTS

It was AGREED: That the matter receive further consideration at the next meeting once there has been liaison with other groups about the proposal for shared service provision.
C157/13/14
SKATE PARK - LAND OWNERSHIP AND SITE IMPROVEMENTS

A picnic bench and 3 bins had been purchased for the Coronation Playground which the contractor would install early in the New Year.
C158/13/14  UPDATE ON VILLAGE AMENITIES


Councillor Drury reported on enquires for the hire of the Pavilion at the Sportsfield and a recent event that had been held there. It was noted that the cost of purchasing heating oil for the winter season was prohibitive and could mean that some bookings might not be accepted during that time of the year. 


There had been no feedback from parishioners concerning the article in “The Bugle” about a trim track and it was felt that this article should be re-published to give the village every opportunity to respond before deciding whether or not to conduct further enquiries into the proposal.

C159/13/14
CLERK’S UPDATE

It was AGREED:

a. That the Clerk liaises with the Skate Park Group over the submission of a nomination for Babergh District Council’s Community Achievement Awards;
b. That the mandate for the Nationwide Account be completed; and
c. That Councillor Cousins and the Clerk would liaise over the reported overgrowth on the access to garages on Brooksfield.
C160/13/14   PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES
It was AGREED:  That any interested parties be invited to attend the next meeting.
C161/13/14  
MATTERS CONSIDERED AT THE PREVIOUS MEETING

All matters had been dealt with by the Clerk.
C162/13/14
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS AND NOTING OF RECEIPTS

It was AGREED: That the following payments be approved and receipts be noted:
	
Payee


	Description
	Amount
(incl VAT)

	David Blackburn
	Clerk’s Pay
	171.83

	Wiles Contractors*
	Chamberlin Hall Car Park Repairs
	2368.02

	Tina Hawkins
	Christmas Tree Erection & Decoration
	44.57

	Melissa Taylor
	Christmas Lights Switch-On Refreshments
	109.14



(* denotes subject to checking that the works have been completed to the satisfaction of the Chamberlin Hall Management Committee).
C163/13/14    PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

Items for comment by the Parish Council:


There were none to be considered at the meeting.
Planning Appendix B: Determined by Babergh District Council


	Application Number:
	B/13/01225

	Location:
	14 Chapel Street, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7EP

	Proposal:
	Reduction in height of Mountain ash tree by up to 3m, reduction in spread of tree by up to 4m.

	Decision:
	Granted


	Application Number:
	B/13/01068

	Location:
	3 High Street, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7EX

	Proposal:
	Application for Listed Building Consent - Internal alterations to form ground floor level access shower room including extract grill on external elevation and installation of stairlift

	Decision:
	Granted


C164/13/14    MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Councillor Cousins reported on the presence of leaves opposite Ipswich Hill and outside Christmas Hall. The Clerk was asked to report this matter to Babergh District Council.
C165/13/14  PUBLIC SESSION


A member of the public reported on the misuse of a bin for the apparent purpose of disposing of domestic waste on the cut through from the Post Office to Smock Meadow.

It was AGREED: That the Clerk raise this matter in “The Bugle”.
C166/13/14
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

It was AGREED: That by virtue of the provision of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

C167/13/14
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS

Parishioner’s Estate: The Council received an update that further legal issues had to be resolved concerning administration of the proceeds of the will of a deceased parishioner.


Land Access: The Clerk would conduct further enquiries on behalf of the Parish Council.


The meeting closed at 9.09pm.
Chairman ………………………………………………

Date……………………………………………….
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